
Setting a Climate Target: Options for Lane County 
What is a climate target? Why do we need one? 

A climate target informed by current science sets the path for an organization or community to do their fair share to 
mitigate climate change and avoid the worst global impacts. A target should determine the quantity of emissions to 
be reduced by a target year correlated with keeping global warming to a maximum of 1ºC, 1.5ºC, or 2ºC (1.8-
3.6ºF) to prevent the worst impacts from climate change. A 1ºC goal is considered assertive, while a 2ºC goal is 
considered the bare minimum, or “guardrail” option before climate change feedback loops become impossible to 
reverse. State, federal, and international regulations may also mandate carbon reduction in the future – by 
preparing for and setting more aggressive county-wide targets these policies will have a smaller impact on the 
community in the future. 

What emissions should be included? 

At minimum, scope 1 and 2 emissions should to be included to ensure the Lane County community is doing their part 
to reduce global emissions. This includes “scope 1” emissions from burned fuels, natural gas, and waste, and “scope 
2” emissions from electricity use. “Scope 3” emissions are often optional because they involve upstream emissions 
from consumption and are more difficult to have any local control.  

What are the target options? 

• Maximum 1ºC warming – carbon neutral by 2035. City of Eugene has chosen this target. 
Pros: The track leading to the least disruptive and destructive impacts. Minimizes risk to both local and global 
communities. Likely to meet or exceed potential future legislation. 
Cons: The most assertive option is likely to require the most investment in the shortest timeline. 

• Maximum 1.5ºC warming – carbon neutral by 2050. The Paris Agreement specifies this target. 
Pros: Middle of the road option for both investment and risk. This option prevents the worst of the climate 
change impacts and yet is more flexible on investments and timeline. 
Cons:  

• Maximum 2ºC warming – carbon neutral by 2065. State of Oregon has chosen this target. 
Pros: Most generous timeline, least restrictive, and lowest investment. 
Cons: This is the “guardrail” maximum specified by the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change. Keeping this target only works if the global community commits to the same target. 

Option for additional fossil fuel target 

Many organizations choose an additional fossil fuel target to address the most significant aspect of climate change 
– the use of fossil fuels. For Lane County 3.7Million MT CO2e of scope 1 and 2 emissions were from fossil fuel sources 
(vehicle fuels, natural gas, and electricity). Options include reducing a percentage of emissions or reducing source 
consumption (quantity or % of therms, kWh, fossil gallons consumed). 

 

What do these options mean for Lane County? 

• Maximum 1ºC warming – a reduction of 6.3% of 2019 emissions every year until 2035. 
o Scope 1 and 2 all emissions reduction of 263,000 MT CO2e per year 

 
• Maximum 1.5ºC warming – a reduction of 3.2% of 2019 emissions every year until 2050. 

o Scope 1 and 2 all emissions reduction of 135,000 MT CO2e per year 
 

• Maximum 2ºC warming – a reduction of 2.2% of 2019 emissions every year until 2065. 
o Scope 1 and 2 all emissions reduction of 91,000 MT CO2e per year 

 

  



Other Communities  

ICLEI—Net zero greenhouse gas emissions as soon as possible and by 2050 at the latest and an interim target that 
reflects maximum effort toward or beyond a fair share of 50% CO2 reductions by 2030. 

Ann Arbor, MI—Net zero GHG emissions by 2030 

Ashland, OR—Reduce overall Ashland community greenhouse gas emissions by 8% on average every year to 2050. 

Clackamas County, OR—Carbon neutral by 2050 

King County, WA—80% GHG reductions by 2050 compared to 2007 

Jersey City, NJ—80% GHG reductions by 2050 compared to 2006 *Statewide goal as well 

Los Angeles County (unincorporated parts of the county)—Carbon neutral by 2045 

Montgomery County, MA—transform the climate by reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2027 and 
reaching 100% elimination by 2035, and initiate large-scale efforts to remove excess carbon from the atmosphere. 

Portland, OR/Multnomah County, OR—Portland’s Climate Action Plan (CAP) is a strategy to put Portland and 
Multnomah County on a path to achieve a 40 percent reduction in carbon emissions by 2030 and an 80 percent 
reduction by 2050 (compared to 1990 levels). 

Saint Paul, MN—Carbon neutral by 2050 and a 50% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 when 
compared to business as usual. 

Santa Fe County, NM—no numerical goal set but has resolved that they “will codify New Mexico state targets for 
greenhouse gas emission reductions and accelerates our progress in helping meet the goals of the Paris Agreement 
at the international level and our own sustainability programs at the local level.” 
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